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Labeling Requirements for
Grass Fed Beef Claims

« Cattle would have only been fed grass upon
weaning from mother’s milk

* Mineral supplements are allowed

* No grain permitted
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Claims Allowed

SED ON LOCAL FARMS anp
LB g

« Made with Grass Fed Beef
e 100% Grass Fed

« Made with 100% Grass Fed
Beef

 Cannot state Certified Grass American
Fed without AMS certification

* Logo of third party certifying
entity, e.g. American Grassfed
Association

KK

Grassfed
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Supporting Documentation
Required

Brief raising protocol from birth to harvest

Includes segregation protocol, if applicable

Includes what the animals eat during inclement
weather

Signed affidavit on company letternhead verifying
all claims made on the label

OR, copy of certification from third party entity
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Lacey Heddlesten

Supervisory Agricultural Marketing Specialist
Quality Assessment Division

Agricultural Marketing Service
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Reasons for SVS Program

= Helps smaller producers looking for a more
economical approach to marketing their livestock for a
higher value

» Designed for Small and Very Small Producers (49
head of calves per year or less and lambs from 99
ewes or less). Numbers higher than that will be
handled on a case-by-case basis.

= List of approved USDA grass fed producers

http://www.ams.usda.qov/AMSv1.0/GrassFedSVS
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USDA initiative to help smaller producers that are looking for a more economical approach to marketing their livestock for a higher value

Designed for Small and Very Small Producers (49 head of calves per year or less and lambs from 99 ewes or less). Numbers higher than that will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

 AMS maintains a list of approved USDA grass fed producers 
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SVS Program Information for

Live Animals

* Focused on the live animal production side only and
marketing live cattle or sheep

* Provides the live producer with documentation to
back up a “Grass Fed” claim for the livestock
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The SVS program is focused on the live animal production side only and marketing live cattle or sheep
Provides the live producer with documentation to back up a “Grass Fed” claim for the livestock
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USDA Grass Fed Standard

» Grass and Forage shall be feed source
consumed for lifetime (except for milk prior to
weaning)

= Animals cannot be fed grain or grain byproducts

= Must have continuous access to pasture during
growing season

* Routine mineral and vitamin supplementation
allowed
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The Application Process

. QAD P ersonne I WI I I reVi ew a p p I I Cati on USDA P dmar'  Qabiimasiores= equannn
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= QAD will contact you to verify questions

and answers on application, or to get

clarification

= QAD will approve your application and
program

= QAD will send you a “USDA Grass Fed
Certificate” for the live animals enrolled
In the program

= Approved Producers will be listed on

the SVS Grass Fed website

http://www.ams.usda.qov/AMSv1.0/GrassFedSVS
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USDA Grass Fed Certificate

* Allows the producer to market

their animals with a specific
Grassted claim backed by the USDA,

possibly for higher market
USDA orice
PROCESS = Allows you to buy/sell from
VERIFTED another “USDA Grass Fed

operation if you want to be a
“backgrounder or finisher” of
grass fed animals
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USDA Grass Fed Certificate

= Adds value

= Buyers and sellers of
live animals are
working from the
same page

= Animals marketed
from USDA Grass Fed
can be reported by

USDA Market News to

identify market trends

-

Advanced Search
Search Tips

" Market News Search

@ Market News
> Commodity Areas

Grading, Certification
and Verification

* Science and Laboratories
* National Organic

Program

+ Commedity Purchasing

Agricultural
Transportation

> Farmers Markets and

Local Food Marketing

* Regulatory Programs
* Research and Promotion

Programs

* Marketing Orders and

Agreements

* Grant Programs
< International Marketing

You are here: Home

Livestock, Poultry, and Grain Market News | Want To

The primary function of the Livestock, Poultry, and Grain Market
News Division (LPGMN) of the Livestock, Poultry, and Seed
Program (LPS) is to compile and disseminate information that
will aid preducers, consumers, and distributors in the sale and
purchase of livestock, meat, poultry, eggs, grains, and their
related products regionally, nationally and internationally.

Subscribe to Reports

Subscribe to Mobile
Reports

Find New Reports

Browse by Commaodity Ask LPGMN

Bicerergy o Poultry & Resources

Eggs
* Local & Livestock and Grain
Regicnal Market News Portal

Feedstuffs
Grains

Poultry and Egg Market
News Portal

All LPGMN Reports

e Historical Annual Summaries All LPGMN Reports by
Office

Graphs Reference Room /
* Poultry & Eggs Glossary of Terms

s 8 Find a NASS Report
Livestock Mandatory Reporting

ng Information

Useful Links
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What Does the SVS Mean for Meat

WHITE OAK F"ASTUEEE

+SINCE 1866 -

Mﬁmnﬂﬂ W mﬁ
GRASSFED BEEF

*IMCREDEENTS: WINIVALLY PROCESTED GROUND BEEF = CONTARNS MO ARTIFICIAL IRGREDEENTS.

Cottle roised, fed and hondled in o humone manner i
accordance with White G#Pﬂrcrrr AI‘.INTMIFroro ol
Bum,rm'ﬂi nd processed (e UTA - Relsed witheut antibiotic
= Bmised free-ramge and free roaming = Bmired without mdded Frmnmrj
= Mot roined on public fends = Ay sup, erctal feeding
= Mever used o dairy oothle Al and limited to srturo

= Gracded, never fed andmol by-produets gru]rn mdrmgn
CERTIFIED fource veried by White Dak fne
b, F

Products?

= Allows producers and/or product derived
from that livestock to market meat
products as Grass Fed

» USDA FSIS will acknowledge AMS

certificates as sufficient documentation to
allow the “Grass Fed” label claim on
product(s)

= However, for a “USDA Certified Grass

Fed” claim on the meat products, the
harvest/processing facility must be
involved in a USDA QSA audit-based
program
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Live Producers Who Custom
Harvest and Market Their Own Meat
Products

» May use SVS Grass Fed Certificate to verify to buyers of
meat products that products are from USDA Grass Fed
animals

= Encourage these type of producers to contact AMS
regarding marketing these products

* To be marketed as USDA Certified Grass Fed, producer
needs an AMS QSA audit-based program at USDA FSIS
harvest/processing facility
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USDA Quality System Assessment
Program

* Provide companies that supply agriculture products and
services the opportunity to assure customers of their
ability to provide consistent quality products or services.

» Limited to programs or portions of programs where
specified product requirements are supported by
documented quality management systems.

» Specified product requirements may be identified by the
company -- grass fed cattle
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USDA QSA Programs provide companies that supply agriculture products and services the opportunity to assure customers of their ability to provide consistent quality products or services.

Limited to programs or portions of programs where specified product requirements are supported by documented quality management systems.

The specified product requirements may be identified by the company. In this case the SPR would be grass fed cattle
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USDA Quality System Assessment

Program Process
» Link to the QSA Program Page:

http.//www.ams.usda.qov/AMSv1.0/

ams.fetch TemplateData.do ?templat

USDA
— |

United States Department of Agrlculture \
Agricultural Marketlng Serwce da[]n m

e=TemplateM&navID=GradingCertif

icationandVerfication&leftNav=Grad

ingCertificationandVerfication&paqge

=QSAPProgram

Under the resources box there is a
file name GVD 1002 Procedure.

= Advanced Search

= Search Tips

~ Market News Search

> Market News
= Commaodity Areas

= Grading, Certification
and Verification

> Science and Laboratories

= National Organic
Program

= Commodity Purchasing

- Agricultural
ggoortation

Local Food Ma
= Regulatory Programs

~ Research and Promotion
Programs

+ Marketing Orders and
Agreements

= Grant Programs
+ International Marketing

You are here: Home

Grading, Certification and Verification

LS QSA Program ém| Want To

The USDA Quality System Assessment (QSA) Program
provides companies that supply agricultural products and
services the opportunity to assure customers of their ability to
provide consistent quality products or services. It is limited to
programs or portions of programs where specified product
requirements are supported by a documented quality
management system. The specified product requirements may
be identified by the company or may be those outlined in a
USDA Export Verification (EV) Program.

o Request Audit Services

o Go to GVD Billing Account
Information

o Ask Questions

> Contact GVD Audit
Services
To operate an approved QSA Program, a company must
submit a documented program that meets the program
requirements outlined in GVD 1002 Procedure. Additionally, the
requirements outlined in GVD Guidance #GU7309CCA and
QSA/PVP Live Animal Production Record Requirements must be
addressed if applicable to the company's program. GVD
Guidance #GU7309CCA addresses supplier documentation,
records, evaluations, and re-evaluations. The Live Animal
oduction Record Requirements applies specifically to
at include age verification as a specified product

o Develop a Process
Verified Program

o Return to Auditing
Services Page

Resources

pron
requireme » GVD 1000 Q‘:\IP General

The following approvet ™™ 5
in conformance with the regul
Program and the criteria of the approves
system. Approved QSA Programs that meet spe
requirements outlined in the EV Programs are listed g
Official Listings for the EV Programs.

» Official Listing of QSA

Programs - PDF file
» Official Listing of QSA Angus Scurce Program - PDF file
. 03

A Programs have been found
of the USDn QS"‘

o GVD 1002 Procedure
Nord file

GVD 1002 Procedure PDF

WD 10026 Procedure, Q54 Program for Age and Source
rification

#GU7309CCA POF file

o QSASPVP Live Animal
Production Record

)SA Marketing Programs Requirements PDF file

Livestock Feeding Claim Audit Program - GVD 10354 POF file
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USDA Quality System Assessment
Program Process

Cj Prog;aerequjrem ents;
d) Report reference number (approval number), and
e) Renewal date.

7 Program Requirements (Clauses 1 to 5)

Companies must submit a documented program that addresses the program requirements as outlined in the

following clanses (Clauses 1 to 5).
1 Quality Management System

1.1 General Requirements

A quality management systern (QMS) must be established, documented, implemented, and maintained
which ensures that products conform to the requirements of this Procedure, the applicable Program

Procedure, and to specified product requirements.
1.2 Documentation Requirements

1.2.1 General

The company must prepare and maintain a QMS that includes:

a) Documented specified product requirements;
b) A quality manual;
¢) Documented procedures required by this Procedure;

d) Documents necessary to ensure the effective operation and control of'its processes: and

In the GVD 1002 Procedure,
Section 7 (Clause 1-5) will
be the structure of the QSA
Program that will need to be
developed.

The processor will have to
develop a quality manual
that meets all requirements
of GVD 1002, includes
documented procedures
and a master document list.
This will be submitted to the
QAD Division for a desk
review.
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USDA Quality System Assessment
Program

= Once it passes a successful desk audit then
an on-site audit will be scheduled with the
processor/harvest facility to make sure the
program is in place and effective.

* Training of all employees involved in the
QSA Program will be reviewed at this point.

= After a successful on-site audit, the
processor would be listed on an approved
QSA Program list.
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USDA Quality System Assessment
Program

= This would allow Approved SVS
producers to bring their Certified
Grass Fed Live Cattle with the
Certificate of Approval to the
harvest facility and would allow
them to put “USDA Certified Grass
Fed” on the meat product labels.

Y & = Both the producer and the harvest
facility have to be approved through

QAD to be able to put “USDA
Certified Grass Fed” on the label.
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USDA Quality System Assessment
Program

= QAD will work with smaller processors to understand the
requirements and put together a QSA Program to be

able to label approved USDA Grass Fed cattle as “USDA
Certified Grass Fed” on the meat package label.

= Will require at least a yearly on-site evaluation of the
program.

= The hourly rate for is $108/hr. The travel costs will be
charged to the processor as well. (This includes desk
audit portion and on-site audit)
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USDA Quality System Assessment
Program

= WWorking on a user friendly application for
smaller processors to get more involved
and approved for this service.

» |f needed we could set up a webinar with
small processors to understand the QSA
Process and how to fill out the application.
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Contact Us

= Steve ROSS, National Assessment Services Supervisor
202-309-1506; Steve.Ross@ams.usda.qov

= Lacey Heddlesten, Supervisory Ag Marketing Specialist
620-260-9873: Lacey.Heddlesten@ams.usda.gov

» Call Our Main Office Number at;: 202-720-3271

» Visit our QAD Website:
http://www.ams.usda.qov/AMSv1.0/QAD

» Visit the USDA Grass Fed SVS Program Page:
http://www.ams.usda.qov/AMSv1.0/GrassFedSVS
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